Introduction to the Bible

	The Story
	Bible book

	God created the heaven and the earth. Then God said, I will create a man in my own form. God created a man (Adam) and a woman (Eve) and placed them in a paradise called the Garden of Eden. In this Garden were the Tree of life, and the Tree of knowing good from evil. God gave the man and the woman only one command, that they should not eat the fruit from the tree of knowing good from evil. Tricked by the snake, Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit, and were banished from the Garden of Eden, and began dying from that day. God made promises to Adam, Eve and the snake, that someday Eve’s descendant would destroy the power of sin.

Adam and Eve had sons Cain and Abel. Cain, jealous of Abel’s good behaviour towards God, murdered him. Cain was sent away from Eden, and was the father of many people (the sons of man). Adam and Eve had another son, Seth, and they stayed in a relationship with God, and fathered the ‘sons of God’.

Soon, the ‘sons of God’ (Seth’s descendants) intermarried with the ‘daughters of men’ (Cain’s descendants) and the human race left off worshipping God and became very wicked. God wished he’d never made men. 

 
He looked all over the earth and saw one man Noah, was still loved him. So God told Noah that He would destroy all life on earth with a flood. Noah was told to build a huge boat, and to take his family (his wife, 3 sons and their 3 wives) and 2 (male and female) of some animals, and 7 of others, and go into the boat. God caused rain for 40 days and nights, until the whole earth was flooded. All life was destroyed. After the flood, Noah and his family started the human race again.

             Again, men followed their own will, and God created separate human languages.

God again looked for men of faith, and found the family of Terah. God asked this family to leave their country (now called Iraq), and come to a new land He would Give them. The family traveled closer to the Mediterranean Sea coast (now Syria or Lebanon), and here Terah died, and some of the family stayed there. Only Abraham, Sarah (his wife) and Lot (his nephew) travelled on to the land God had promised them – the land of Canaan (now Israel and Palestine).

God made wonderful promises to Abraham because Abraham had faith in Him. Abraham was promised that his descendants would become a great nation, and own the land of Canaan and that through one of his descendants, all the world would be blessed. Abraham had sons Ishmael, and Isaac (and other children). God continued the promise to Isaac. Isaac had sons, Esau and Jacob, and God chose Jacob to receive the promise. God changed Jacob’s name to Israel.
Jacob had 12 sons, later to be called the 12 tribes of Israel. The ten older sons were jealous of the youngest son (at the time), and sold him (Joseph) as a slave to traders going to Egypt. In Egypt, God cared for Joseph and caused him to become second in charge of Egypt (after the king), while he made preparation to store food for a great famine. When the famine arrived, Jacob and all his family came to live in Egypt to escape starvation in the land of God’s promise (Canaan).

            It was during this time that the events of the book of Job probably took place. This is a real story of suffering, involving real people. The story was probably handed down my word of mouth, until written by Moses. It was probably written in its present form, as a poetic play, during the time of King Solomon or Hezekiah.
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	The descendants of Jacob lived in Egypt for about 400 years. They grew to become a large number (many hundreds of thousands). The Egyptians, afraid that these foreigners (now called Children of Israel, Israelites or Hebrews) would outnumber them, made them slaves and treated them very badly.


A baby Hebrew was raised by an Egyptian princess as an Egyptian prince, and was called by God to lead his people of Israel out of Egypt, and back to the Promised Land of Canaan. God used this man, Moses, to lead the Israelites out of Egypt after God had punished the Egyptian with 10 plagues. After leaving Egypt, they came to the Red Sea. God made a wind to blow, and opened the water, and the Israelites went over on dry land. When the Egyptians tried to follow, the water closed on them.


The people of Israel wandered for 40 years on their way back to Canaan, as a punishment for their unbelief. During this journey, God gave a law (called the Law of Moses), to the people of Israel. God also selected a family to be priests, to be his representatives to the people. He gave instructions to build a Tent (Tabernacle) to be the centre of His worship. At the very centre of this tent, was the arc of the covenant, the most holy of Israel’s icons. As the Israelites approached their land of Canaan, Moses died.
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	            God gave them a new hero, Joshua, who led them back into their homeland of Canaan. Under the command of Joshua, the Israelites defeated the city of Jericho with God’s help. The people of Israel then defeated most of the people who had occupied the land of Canaan over the 400 years the Israelites were in Egypt. The people of Israel once again owned the land that God had promised to their father Abraham. 
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	            Joshua set up the Tent of God’s meeting at a central town called Shiloh, then apportioned the land to each of the 12 tribes. Eventually Joshua died, and without a leader, the people of Israel began to do whatever they liked. The people began to worship other gods. Their true God punished them by sending warlike nations against them, who defeated and enslaved them. But whenever they were enslaved, they prayed and begged God’s forgiveness. God would answer their prayers, and sent them judges, who would save them from their enemies. These judges were like kings, who lead the people in battle. Under the guide of these judges, they would defeat their enemies. But soon, after they were safe again, they would again forget God and worship other false gods. But some beautiful stories of faith are found in this time, like the story of Ruth.
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	            Finally, to prevent the nation from disintegrating, and leaving His worship, God raised up the last and the greatest of all the judges, Samuel. Samuel was born miraculously, and was of the priestly Levi tribe. He became a judge-priest over all Israel. But the people rebelled against God, and demanded a king like all the nations around. So God gave them Saul, their first king. Saul was a weak king, who did not love or understand God, and so God chose a successive king, David. David showed his faith in killing Goliath. Saul became obsessively jealous of David, and perused him for many years in order to kill him. Finally Saul was killed in a battle against the Amalekites, and David became king over some of Israel. A civil war followed, with those who wanted Saul’s family to be king, opposing David. David finally won, and was made king over all Israel. David was a truly faithful servant of God, and so God made a wonderful promise to David, that the future messiah would be his descendant, and would set up an everlasting kingdom. David made a terrible mistake, committing adultery and murder, for which he truly repented, and God forgave him. But he suffered terrible consequences, with the death of 4 sons, the rape of a daughter, and civil war against him. David was a brilliant musician, and gifted poet, and wrote most of the psalms now in the Book of Psalms. In David’s old age, the Kingdom was given to his son Solomon., and then David died.                             
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	           Solomon started out as a wonderful king, like his father David before him. God asked him what gift he wanted from God, as the king of God’s people, and Solomon asked for wisdom to rule the people. Pleased with this answer, God gave him fabulous riches as well as the wisdom he had asked for. Solomon’s wisdom became renown, as other rulers came to visit him to hear his wisdom. Solomon built a wonderful Temple for God in the city of Jerusalem. All the Israelite worship moved to this temple, and the arc of the covenant was moved there also. But Solomon fell to the temptation of riches. He married 1000 wives (many foreign), amassed huge wealth, and many Egyptian horses – all specifically forbidden by God. In his older age, Solomon’s wives seduced him away from the true God. Solomon was also a great poet, and wrote most of the Book of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Solomon.
          After Solomon’s death, his son Rehoboam reigned over Jerusalem. He was foolish, and raised the people’s taxes, although the reason for taxation (building God’s temple) was now finished. The people of Israel rebelled against him, civil war followed, with 10 tribes forming a northern kingdom (called Israel) under their new king Jeroboam, and only the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, staying loyal to Rehoboam in the southern kingdom of Judah. 
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The northern king Jeroboam immediately installed idol worship in Israel. God began to send His prophets to warn Israel to stop idol worship and return to Him. All the kings of Israel following Jeroboam were evil, culminating in Ahab, the most evil king of all. God sent a wonderful prophet, Elijah, to turn Ahab from his evil, but to no avail. Elijah was followed by an equally wonderful prophet in Elisha. 
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	         Many other prophets were sent to try to bring Israel and Judah back to the true worship of God. Judah had some good kings, like Asa and Jehoshaphat, who did much to guide the people to God. Elijah was taken up to heaven in a whirlwind, and Elisha took over as the pre-eminant prophet. Because of Israel’s sins, God let waring nations come against them. The Assyrians were the worst of these. Despite prophet after prophet being sent to Israel, they refused to repent, and finally the Assyrians overran the northern kingdom of Israel, and carried the Israelites off as slaves into Assyria.

          Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab, married into the royal family of Judah, and started idol worship there too. Slowly Judah also left the worship of God, although Hezekiah and Josiah were good kings of Judah, and tried to set the people back to God’s worship. Finally, Judah also turned their back on God, and the nation of Babylon came and destroyed Jerusalem, and carried the Jews off as captives to Babylon. As the battles with Babylon grew fiercer, and Jerusalem was about to fall, God sent the prophet Jeremiah, to convince the people that the fall to Babylon was God’s will. Jeremiah also gave wonderful prophesies of the restoration of Israel back to there own land, after their captivity. Jeremiah was greatly persecuted for speaking the truth. In his sadness for his people, Jeremiah wrote the poetic book of Lamentations.
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	          During their period of captivity in Babylon, God continued to select prophets to speak his word. God appeared to Ezekiel, by the rivers of Babylon, and revealed to him the future of the nations, and of the setting up of God’s kingdom that will last forever.

          Four young nobles of Judah, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, and Daniel, were taken as captives, were given special treatment by the King of Babylon, and groomed to be future rulers. Daniel was able (with God’s power) to interpret the king’s dreams of the world’s future, and was promoted to a higher role. Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego refused to worship the king’s idol, so were thrown into a flaming incinerator, but were miraculously preserved alive. The Babylonians were overthrown by Persia. Daniel went on the serve the subsequent kings of Persia, and received many more prophecies of the world’s future. On one occasion, the King of Persia threw Daniel into a den of lions, because he would only worship the one true God but God saved his life.

          During the time of the rule of the Persian Kings, there arose a plot to kill all the Jewish people. God arranged for a beautiful young Jewish girl, Esther, to marry the king of Persia, and so the slaughter was prevented.
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	           After 70 years in captivity, God allowed his people to be returned to their homeland of Israel. God chose a priest, Ezra, and the Persian king’s butler, Nehemiah, to lead the Israelites back to Israel. They rebuilt the fallen city of Jerusalem, rebuilt the Temple, and instructed the people to worship God to prevent this catastrophe from happening again. They encountered much opposition from the mongrel tribes who now occupied Israel.
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	          During their time back in their land, the Israelites again began to leave the true worship of God. They intermarried with unbelievers; they cheated God by offering sick animals as sacrifices, and cheated the poor of the land. God sent the prophets to again instruct them in righteousness, and to leave wonderful prophecies of the coming Messiah.
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	                                       BETWEEN THE TESTAMENTS

 Some poorer Israelites were left behind in the captivity, and intermarried locals, forming the mongrel races around Galilee, who were later to be called “Samaritans”, despised by the “pure” Israelites around Jerusalem. Most of the Israelites returning from the captivity were from the tribe of Judah (taken by Babylon), and so all Israelites became known as Jews. The Levites and priests became known as “Levites, Scribes and Saducees”. The people again failed to love the Lord their God, and so God let the Greeks overrun them, and destroy the Temple once again. During this time the Macabee brothers organised a rebellion against Greece, with some initial success. The Romans then overran the Greeks, and Israel became a Roman colony. The Romans appointed a corrupt local ruler called Herod as king. He rebuilt the temple (called Herod’s Temple) after Greek destruction. Some Jews could see that the Saducees were not doing God’s will, and formed the Pharisee sect. They too became corrupted. True believers longed for the promised Messiah.
	

	
	


